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In 1999, the Supreme Court held that disabled folx have the 
right to live in the community, with the services and supports 
they need, rather than be placed in institutions.   

That decision is being challenged. 

In the lawsuit, Texas vs. Kennedy, 6 states (as of June 25, 2026) 
claim Olmstead does not require states to be “coerced” into 
spending their Medicaid dollars for community integration.  

The June 9, 2026 House Appropriations Committee Report 
(starts on page 215) for the departments of Labor and Health and 
Human Services states: 

“The Committee notes that the Supreme Court decision in 
Olmstead v. L.C. (1999) held that the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) does not require removing individuals from institutional 
settings when they are unable to handle or benefit from a 
community-based setting and that the ADA does not require the 
imposition of community-based treatment on individuals who do 
not desire it.” 

On June 18, 2026, the Department of Justice released a memo 
that states: 

“In Olmstead, the Supreme Court did not hold that section 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act or Title II of the ADA require states to treat 
mentally disabled patients in the most integrated setting 
appropriate to their needs.” 

We cannot go back. Our children deserve to grow up with the 
same rights and protections they were born with.  

Use this script to call your legislators and ask they oppose the 
reinterpretation of Olmstead. 

 

 

 

https://dredf.org/protect-504/
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/AP/AP00/20260609/119380/HMKP-119-AP00-20260609-SD003.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/olc/media/1446701/dl


THE SCRIPT 

 
My name is [insert your name], and I live in [insert your city, state, 
and zip code]. 
 
I am calling today to express my concern about language in the 
FY2027 Labor-HHS House Appropriations Committee report. 
 
The committee report says, ”...the Supreme Court decision in 
Olmstead held that the ADA does not require removing 
individuals from institutional settings when they are unable to 
handle or benefit from a community-based setting and that the 
ADA does not require the imposition of community-based 
treatment on individuals who do not desire it.” 
 
The House Appropriations Bill denies Protection and Advocacy 
organizations from pursuing legal action to close state-run 
institutions for people with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities. 
 
In conjunction with the Medicaid cuts, the Texas vs. Kennedy 
lawsuit, and the DOJ memo released on June 18th, it appears this 
is part of a coordinated effort to weaken protections for the 
disability community. 
 
As a parent to a disabled child, I am concerned that the 
reinterpretation of Olmstead will force my child into an 
institutional setting, rather than supporting them to live in the 
community.  
 
I ask that you oppose this language in the FY2027 Labor-HHS 
Appropriations Bill and committee report, and support the right of 
Protection and Advocacy organizations to continue their work to 
implement the U.S. Supreme Court’s 1999 decision in Olmstead, 
which requires states to eliminate unnecessary segregation of 
people with disabilities, and to ensure that they receive 
services in the most integrated setting possible. 



The systems your family is navigating were not designed with
us in mind. 

They're complex and overwhelming. They seem to be connected
and simultaneously siloed. 

And most families are left to figure it out by crowdsourcing answers
from people who are just as lost as they are - or worse, from falling
down the research rabbit hole for hours.

That's what Experiential Life Community exists to fix.

THIS IS WHAT EXPERIENTIAL LIFE WAS
BUILT FOR

It’s not just the resources, replays, and
scripts I curated for families like ours...

It’s my 15 years of healthcare and
disability advocacy - my connections
and knowledge that I spent years
cultivating. 

That’s why we get the experts in the room
with you - to answer your questions
directly.

And - you get a community of parents like you - only it’s
protected from internet searches, ads, and that pesky algorithm.

You stop wondering if you're missing something important. 

You stop carrying the mental load of figuring this out alone. 

You start making decisions with clarity - because you finally
have the information and the people to back you up.

$29.99/month. Less than one
therapy co-pay.

Or $299.90 for the year - two
months free.

30 days free to start.
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	And you know how crucial it is to get the right information at the right time.

	If we haven’t met yet, I'm Christy.
	I'm a parent of an autistic teen, a former nonprofit founder, and a 15-year healthcare and disability advocate.
	I built Experiential Life Community because I kept watching families get lost in systems that weren’t designed with us in mind.

	Every month inside ELC, we host 2 live Advocacy Power Hours - so you don’t have to figure out what’s happening right now alone.
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	You’re here because this matters to you. That matters to me.
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